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1.
The authors attempted to detect a possible effect of treatment with phenelzine on a physiological response to nicotine in the rat. 2.
Positive findings in an animal model suggest the feasibility of more complicated experiments in animals and the possibility of studies involving human subjects. 3.
Treatment of Sprague Dawley rate (n = 10) with phenelzine sulfate (15.0 mg/kg ip) every 48 hours for 14 days was associated with a 73.3% decrease in the hypothermic response to nicotine. 4.
Treatment with phenelzine did not enhance the rate of elimination of nicotine. 5.
Introduction
There is great deal of interest in the relationship between smoking and depression (Breelau et al., 1991; Churchill et al., 1989; Covey et. al., 1990; Dileaver et al., 1990; Glaeeman et al., 1988 Glaeeman et al., , 1990 . Subjects participating in the National Institute of Mental Health sponsored Epidemiologic Catchment Area (RCA) Study who had a history of major depression were significantly more likely to have had a history of regularly smoking than those individuals with and without another psychiatric disorder. Data from this study also indicated that individuals who were depressed were lees successful in their efforts to stop smoking than non-affectively ill subjects. Breelau and Kilby (1991) recently reported that the probability of participants in the study who smoked would have onset of their first episode of major depression during a 14 month follow-up interval was much higher than expected by chance. These data have created interest in the interaction of drugs used to treat depression with
